R ight Re. entred, 


AND THE 


REASONS 


RENDERED 


The plain, yet modeſt Apology of 
Zach. Crofton Miniſter of the Goſpel 
at Buttolphs Aldgate LONDON. 


For- his Return to the exerciſe of his Mi- 


niſtry in his own Church, at the uſual hours 
of publick Worſhip on the Lords Daies 

Afternoon. ä 

In the which hee hath been for a ſeaſon obſtructed 

by Mr. John Sympſon. 

Luke 4.16 As his cuſtome was, hee went into the Synagogue 

on the Sabbach day, and ſtood up to read. | 

Inauditun fi damnent , preter invidiam iniquitatis, etiam ſuſpi- 

tionem merebuntur alicujus conſcientie , nolentes audire , 
quod auditum damnare non poſſunt, Tertul. Apolog, 


Entred according to Order. 


Printed for James Nuthall, and are to bee fold ar his 
houſe in the Minorios next door to the D phiny 
and likewiſe at Book-ſellers hops. 1657. 
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Quan Reader, Oe oHETS 
He mayeſt wel wonder that]! cannot Re- 
me aſſume my Right without an Apology, 
IS whilſt I am thereunto reſtored ,* by the pre- 
_ ſent ſettlementof the Commonwealth in 4 
© pap of. Lam and Fuſtice, and encouraged, 
by the example of a Reverend Congregational Brother 
my very next neighbour, repoſſeſſing the command of his 
Churth , cadet the election f 6 A- 
rurrence of his own conſent to a ſober and ſtable man: 
But much more mayeft thou wonder, my Apology is 
made thus publick; and if thus thou doeſt, Concernin 
the firſt, all that I have to ſay s, Bemail the evil of the 
times, which make real, or the trembling ſpirits of men 
which imagine the truth of i Proverb., Some men 
may better ſteal a horſe, th 
hedge, and layith a neceſdity on 
own juſt priwiledge, with a by your leave. 

To the ſecond, 1 deſire thee io conſtder, I have to do 
wich clamorous perſons, who getting the firſt word, hold 
on, and make male interpretations of the beſt actions; 
which to prevent, I thought good to give this account 

to the world, that when they ſpeak tothe diſturbance of 
my friends, they may have in readineſs Nunething to 


anſwer. 


A 2. More- 
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* 
* 


open, not one h a paſſage $0; 


|  n0deſiy, i, to preſent 71 thee, theſe. * 1 deſring 


een, Wine enemies (EE) art very ready to 
pee action to beg a contempt 75 77 
Forer:- 0d; dog raxdly boaſt; Aff. cf A 
ceptance in all things with the 12 — „ and bs 
Councell; as if the Swords 1 were the onely Key to 
ut the v oleaſure of his High- 
neſs; and have often openly declared, that I ſhall never 
have audience or acceptance. 1 
- Now although. e e * 72 * 
groundleſs > 14 95 put to. hs Highneſs E27 M and | 


Wiſdoms,, ES ly ſcandalous to his. Governypents - 
And this dis kg nge vn nach e Ae 
of ſuch wh 9 75 imploye 22 4 1 blick' afar e 
Commonweal thi jet 77 if they (hall Pleal e to ſtoop þ — 


48 fo inquire into 22 act) —— by theſe papers I may 
poſcibly preſs into then Prefer: > and give ſome. ' ſhot 
account of the reaſons, enfe ing my, Lonſcience- there- 
unto, deſire the deen 6, of... — 1 785 on ta bee 
legally and judiciably, . 74665 6 it ve Hruined 


thee to read without paſion on prejudice x, making the 


Faſe the be then condemn i thou: canſt, bin, mo 
"hath e cauſe ta God , and wakes Wa Hope 


10 Joſtice: : Ang i DS. 
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R ighr re-entred, 


AND 
„ T he Reaſons thereof rendred : 


In a brief Apology of Zachary Crofton, 
Miniſter at Buttolphs Aldgate London, for his 
return to his own Church on Lords Days in tho 
after · noon, there to doe his duty to the 
: people committed to his Charge, 


l Anabaptiſtical, and pr — Anti- 
=D miniſterial ſpiric in the Pariſh of 8wtolpbs 
| 72 Ay Aldgate having riſen up againſt me, and my 
BY Miniſtery with much tage and fury, and 
QI purſued me with many Noyſes and Cla- 
mours to thè Icandalizing of my Perſon, and 
Miniſtry among the Vulgar, did by importunity, and falſe 
ſurmiſes prejudice the Lord Protector againſt me, and obtai- 
ned an Order, rendring Mafter Job» Sympſen capable of 
preaching his Lecture at Aldgate a8 formerly; by vertue ß 
which with loud Clamours, and high Threats, on Feb. 14. @;; 
1656. being the Lords Day, be invaded my Church, at che 


ſeaſon of mydifcharge of duty, and hath ever ince to the 
great aftlition oF my (elf, and people, chen and there exer- 


Ciſed, T abiding ic wich patience, waiting' an opportunity 
co Caſt off this yoke, and to 1e-enter, and enjoy my former / 
liberty; the which I concave God hath now pur into my 
hands, and1 am in conſcience eonftrained to cloſe with it, 
fox theſe enſuing Reaſons, 

Res. 7. 


7 
02) 
Reaſe 1. That I may dwly reſtore 1bo/e parts of Gods Ng 
into the publique Aſſembly ( which by bis being in wy Chureh a 
int#rrupted ) viz, The Reading of tbe Scriptwres, which hol 
ly ceaſech ; my mornings Catechizing, having referred that 
Exerciſe to the after-noon: and the Buptizing of the Infouts 
of beleeving Parents, with the ſuffrages and ſupplications of the 
Church, and to the publique edification of the Aſſembly, 
the which havin been A 8 
confined to that ſeaſon of the day, thongh I have endea- 
voured, yet I cannot brigg i into the Mornings Admi- 
niftcatign: and I doubt not but every Chriſtian wil grant, 
that although Sarin wit indulge communion with wen of 
different perſwaſions, yet true zeal muſt-needs conteft for 
the free, publique, and uninterrupted exerciſe of all things, 
of which the Conſcience is convinced, they ate /patrs of 
Gods pnublizye Worſhip. | . 
Reaſ. 2. Thu 1 may deliver the Souls of my people fram the 
danger of Apoſlaſie, end backeſliding, to which they. are ob- 
noxious, whilli ſome on one, and ſome on another ima- 
gined Ground and Reaſon, will be ſubjected to the teach- 
- - Ingrof him who hath renounced his Minifiry , fomented 
many ſlrange and new Fancics,bcen openly Charged wich, 
{ + Convicted of, and judged for errour, and which (for 
* dougght that l kpow ) he never yet getracted; nay, and not- 
wichſtanding his pleaded and pritended Recxograghtion, 
if the ears of many of his Hearers did not miſtakes he Ia my 
very Pulpit, hath ſpoken to the contempt and vilifying of 
ſome of Gods Ordinances. in ſpecial of Catechizing'( that 
ancient and approved rr ye God g if I be not miſ⸗ 
lnſarmed by many; ke ſaid to the people, ts learꝝ g. Ca- 
* ** / techiſme is net to wer ſbip God, you ma 4 take your Children 
7 arket, or Fair; Buy 1 aubles, and Ranles, as © 
V Catecbi mer; the Conclave at Rime cannot but commend 
| the conte apt of this, by them condemned Barre to Popery; 
let any judge, whether it bee conſiflent with minifterial 
l, to ſuff r fuch contemptible expteſſions of an Ordi- 
nance exerciſed, and by che Lord appointed to the inſtru- 
Rion of a tude and 8 ? or in ſilence ſuffer his 
people to be ſubjected to ſuſpected infeRious air, eſpeci-. 
8 ally 


8 


| (3) 

ally fuch as hath been fo found on experience, and hath 
never heen duly pronounced pure and ſound ; Doe not all 
know, that diff rent ſounds in the ſame aſſembly muſt needs Scinditur in- 
diſlract the weak; I hearcily pray, that ſome poor ſouls certum fivdia 
doe not eternally rue his ruſhing in upon us, to the un- contraria vul- 
hinging of their ſpirits who began to be ſetled; it is no mo 

little adning to my ſpirit, to think how the work of God 

is among us obſtructed (who were in a vigorous and bope- 

ful way of teturne, to ſettled order under Gods Ordinances ) 

by his intruſion. Is it a juſt and ſuſſicient Reaſon to ex- 

clude Mr. Jobnſox (elected by the people according to a 
long cuftome and preſcriptien, and conſented to by the 
Incumbeat ) out of S:epney, that he or his friends ( fome- 


ne his pretended clai 
legal Incu t 


not the lealt, and that to the excluſion of any, whoſoever _ 
intruding without mp conſent to Lecture in che ſame, 

This the conſtitution and cuſtome of the Nation, and 
common enjoyment of all other legal Incumbents conferres 
upon me, and conſirmes unto me; ſome Congregational U 
men that have ſometimes declaimed againſt Vicaridges, and | 
the like terme, can now claime the power of comman= « 
ding the Church in this very cule, byrtiis very title of bes 
ing. Vicar, incumbent ; this che:efore being my priri- 
ledge, I muſt needs contract on my ſelf che guilt of w. Hul 
Tols, and become a fad preſident to my Rrethren for the 

. B 2 future, 


future, if I ſhould not᷑ to the =. LO conteſt in defence of 


the ſame, eſpecially when oppoſed by meere force, and ih* 
vaded by fury, without any ground of right, or colour of 
Law ; and yet endeavours are uſed, to blinde the people 
with falſe prerences of right and _intereft; as did Maſter 
Sympſon (on the day of his Violent entry into my . 


- who in the Pulpit difclaimed all entrance by Principles of 


Power, and diſowned the vertue of any Paper order, figned 
with a mans hand, though his friends never pleaded any 
thing co me but Power, and courted my conſent with no 
other Rhetorick but foule word:, and furious threats ( co 


che terrour of my friends, and very great ſcandal of the 


Lord Protectors Government ) and himſelf anſwered my 
declared right (when I demanded the reaſon of bis invaſion 


of my Church) with no other anſwer, ſave 8 Paper ordet 


ſigned by a mans hand, no way in my opinion giving au- 
thority to ſuch. an action, bur wickedly uſed to fuck an 
end; whilſt then he waves power, I have no reaſon to ſub - 
je& to it, but plead with him cherighe pretended, and in 
what will he bottome his Pretended right? The people 
that hea nd him make bis claime, doe averre, in very falfitics, 


nan election by —— of the Pariſh many years af- 
ter they ceaſed, and there were no ſuch in being; but I 
_TEurne him to plead the truth of his pretences with the 


people, Ehave only to try the force of them ; Election is 
all pretended, and that to an Arbitrary Lecture, no Paſto- 
tal charge; and what doth this Election conferre without 
the conſene of the incumbent; nay, and this made voyd by 
a long difcontinuance, and an Order from the Commit- 
tee for plundered Miniſters to inkibice it; if he chinks this 
eon ſerres on him any right, let him plead it at Law, I will 
make my defence in judgement ; till then, let none of his 


Friends think much, that real right re-enters on what is but 


a meer pretence. 
But it is objected, Why did u recede from your right af 


Frſt, had it wot been better to bave continued in your Poſſeſ- 


fon? 


To this I anſwer, Yes, it bad; but however, Receffiew is 
no Refiguation, if by forte ard fury I have given back, I 
; have 


pretending an Order from his Highneſs, and the R 
made a dreadful noyle, - threatned my utter ejection, undo - 
ing to my Family, and the penalty of malignancy to my 


| ( = 
have not there fore given up my right, but wayzvhen I will 


come on again, and re-enter upon it. | 


2 Irepent that act of Receſſion, and blame my ſelſ forir, 


though Idid it more to ſatiaſie the defires of my 'affrighted 


people, than any reafon I conceived in my ſelf; his Friend 


Friends, if there were any teſiſtanee; they ſtopt all Peritio- 


nary paſſage to the Protector, of Councel, and theearned 


the moſt ſage men of the Patiſh, chat if an hundred df 
them, though ſuch as the Deputy (amm of Gravity, Pic» 


ty, and Civil quality) appeared in the Caſe, to defend my 


Right, and their owne Libercies, they would tiip up · their 


heels; all which, though ever jydged them infolencies 
beyond Commiſſion, and greatly ſcandalous ro-: rhe 


Lord Protectors Government, and ſuch as. his wiſdome 
could never owne z yet they being enforced, by a than - 


dring Captaine (of noted impudence) ſo affected the vul - 
gar people, that many of them intrexted, and importunates 
'ly enforced my receſſion, fearing that in that juncture of time 


the Government ſeeming Arbttrary, and the Protector by 


-falfe ſurmĩ ſes prejudiced againſt me; B might have been 


ſuppreſſed by Power, and meer force might have prevented 


my. Plea of Right; but now that the Lord Protector hath 


granted protection to all Miniſters agreeing in the Pub- 
lique profeſſion in matters of Faith, and that in the way of 
their Churches, and made voyd all Lawes, Statutes, Ordi- 
nantes, and Clauſes tothe contrary; and hath conſented, and 


> ſworne,: 1% Governe according to Law, and not otherwiſe; I 


thought it to be an opportunity put into my hand by the 
Lord, to diſpel all fear, and dit-regard the fears of my 
Friend: to return and re-enjoy my Right and juſt Liberty, 
fearing that all following effects, co the ſouls of my peo- 
ple, might faſten on my conſcience, with this aggravation, 


you were ſet at liberty, why did you not take yo ir opportu- 


nity and enjoy ic > Why ſhould the Lord Protector bear the 


Odium of interpofing his Power to your juſt Priviltdge, 


who hath reſtcaincd and recalled it. | 
533 4 bo 


3 65) 
'{:, 4 To decharetothe-world un cenſcience of mine om inne- 
cency, as to allthoſe crimes » which have been moſt falſely ſug- 
tzeſted o che Lard Protector, to his pre judice agsinſt mee, 
and lendly clamored of. mee, all -overibe Nation, which 
were the teerimin ation; with u hich my demanded Right 
Wan oce auſwered; and were imagined and i mented in a 
Way extraordinary and extrajudicial, by flat and common 
lyara, and by moſt poſitive and — — r jury, ſaſtene d on 
mec, meeriy to defend this inv of my Church, and 
may wis credence withtho vulgar who are ready to con- 
'cInde; fear forceth hien to ſit ſlill under the i jury whilſt hee 
- Wobnoxiousto criminal charges, unto the which appte- 
.henfion I can mare eaſily jodge, men are inclined, when I 
Hunſider, how ready they are to argue credence io a charge 
fſaſtened by e poſitive perjuryg and ſo proved, meeriy 
Deeauſe the perjured ate not brought to the Pillory, whilit 
— never conſider the matter charged, is a meer foolery, 
the falſe witneſs defended from the hand cf juſtice, by 
the extraordinary extrajudicial proceſs, which gave elbow- 
room(as my greateſſ enemies were told they would to can y 
their deſign) to fiwear themſelves to the lowefi place in 
hell, and the Law therefore cannot paſs upon them. 
I baving therefore long called for judgement, and offe- 
red the moſt furious of my adverſaries ,"to trult my credit 
on the verdi of a Jury, either amicably choſen, or judici- 
ally returned, thought ic to bee my duty to re. aſſume 
mine — and to — — —— zealous for 
a pious Minifiry, that let me but have juſt judges , judicial 
: and faichful witneſſes, if I bee found guilty of a 
converſation , let mee bee caſl out as unſavonry 
ſalt; for though I cannot bear recrimination, es the anſwer 
of myRight, yet I deſire not eo retain forfeiced priviledges, 
the forfeicure being txgulaily de manded. | 
But here ſome may bee ready to obj:ct, what eminent 
and extraordinary providence hath appeared, to evidence 
your innocency, as the ſcandale charged on you? have you 
* — reaſon for this your confidence ? a 
To chis L anſwer , what eminent or extraordinary pro- 
vidence do men in this caſe expect; is it the conviction and 


con- 


= 


(7) 
confeſtam of the ſalſe witnela?> what hope t: enjoy 18 
wee anfiderthem to bie wonted to lyiog and wick» 
thereby ohdureted unto obftinacys and open i 
| Log z nayand defended in theic impiemy by fcuricy- 
om puniſhment, their grofs impiery TT without the 
laſh of the Le. and not puaiſhable by the Migiſtrate, and 
heir, perſons concealed among malicious. and jnveierate 
confaderates ageinſ} mꝝ name and Miniſtry, fo:wbgt 1... 
Counſel ena bee given unto counviction nay:and incopraged 
to nbſtinacy; by ( ſo too muck to be 2 
as to their out ward conditiomthat before kagw not how to 
ſubliſt in the wodd, and now have no more viſible mears of 
ſubliſlence (this excepte4) than they. ha befnre: $9 
_ — 7 _ a. „ asdds that — 
t pray for; but yet l ſes little ptobabilityn. er grou 
bope; God can, and in this caſe maſt work a miracle if 
ever it be. 5 er e 
Do men expect ſome immediate ſtroak of yengeance in or: 
der to my vindication?if ſo, I am not inſenſible Sud can, and 
ſomtimes hach ſo. pleaded the cauſe of his tepraarhed ſer- 
vants : I have read the flory of Narciſſas Biſhop of Jenmſalem, 
and others, and obſerved how God did in thir: world © 
Mh the wicked accuſers « But I know no warranc-I 
ve to expect, or ground to beleeve ſuch immediate ap- 
pearances of Gods Juſlice, and charity cheeks the very der 
fires of it, further than ic may tend to the conviction and 
converſion of the guilty: But whilt God hath given or- 
dinaty and common means of vindit tion, whit reaſon 
have I, or any other to expect extraordinary? Doth not 
thi: expectation rempt the Lord, and charge folly on the 
expect ints Þ in all judicial ſcrutiny, is nat the proved falſer 
hoo of the witneſs the evidence of innoceney in the acy 
cuſed? How many flanders have been ſilenced on no 
Other ground but the f. Iſehood and d iſagreement of the 
witnefl: 2 was not the inconſiſtency of the witnes, miſtaking 
in one onely punRilio (che name of the tree) in the Rory. 
of Suſannæ, by all men of juſtice and reafon., the acquit- 
tance of her from guilt ; .And hath not the Ho'y Ghoſt 


Preſcribed the fame courſe in recording. that A 
OY | p 


5 68 
bf 2 falſe wieneſe, Prov. f. 5. A falſe witneſs wil atter lies: 
And is it not the juſtiſ catiom of our Lord and Maſter, when 
neuſec by falſe witneſſes, that their witneſt agreed novto- 
gether? AR UA. ,ũ . 
And doch udt nature make incredible ſuch s are open und 
often liare? ſhall any then ſee, ot hear · a charge ridicu- 
louſfly eircumſtantiated, laid againſt mee on & principle of 
malice(the forge of fal ſeheod) viſible to very enemies, in a 
— — and avoyding judicial ſcrutiny. 
cithef amicable, or iuthorĩtative, do the ſhelter of flanderous 
ſuggeſtions, before ſeeming. judges, that have pre- judged, 
and are willing to pleaſure adverſarics with all advantages, 
by witneſſes tat ate known Lliats, openly proclaiming 
themſelves to: bee ſuch, difagreeing im dhemſelves, and one 
With another, not onely contradicted by vothets , to whom 
chemſe l ves malle appeal, bur alſo one by another, and alſo 
by their very ſelves oppoſing oath to oath, and declaratios 

unto others to their oaths, and that inthe ſabſtantial part 
of the charge, and ſwearing themielves to bee forſworn, 
Wtothat which is the matter of crime, and yet continue 
to cenſure mee a3 guilty , or ſuſpend the ſentence of mine 
innocency, untill: God ſatisfic them by miraculous, and ex- 
traordinsry means, let mee adviſe them ſeriouſly to con- 
ſider, whether their want of charity hath not deprived 
them of "reaſon, and their will ingneſs to reproach mee, or 
my Miniſtry , doth not make them unjuſt in their expecta- 
tions of vindicat ion? For my part, I cannot but humbly 
adore that providefice , which hath pleaded my cauſe 1e 
far, as tb manifeſt the palpable perjury of confederates a- 
painſt mee unto their confuſion, and the enforcing of+their 
quibling fancies! to interpretations: bey ond the ſenſe of 
oaths, declared by them that ſware them, anda catching 
at failed circumſtances, as fo: many ſtraws, to ſave them - 
ſelves from the pit of perpetual reproach: And my own 
eonſcience wuneſs, and-fenſe of approaching judgement 
of-Jclus Chriſt hall keep up my confidence under all 
mens cenſures, though men ſhould appreſs mee, and God 
refer my vindication to that da. 
5 To divert bim ſrim cating the bread out af mine, and my 
childrens 
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1 1299 
hilar months, This, I bleſs God, as a Miniſter, is to mec 
the leaſt reaſon , or inducement that can bee: I doubt not 
But many in this Pariſh know my contempt of their con- 
tribations, when they lic in the way of duty; yet as a man, 
and Maſter of a Family ( that muſt not bee worſe than an 
Infidel) it is of ſome moment, whilſt I have a family con- 
fiſting of a child-bearing wife, ſeven ſmall children, and 
two ſervants, and no means of ſubſiftence but by my Mi- 
niſtry; I am in point of prudence and conſcience bound zo 
pteſerve the means of maintenance; providence hath cut 
dut for mee; my means in this Pariſh is not certaine 
eighteen pound per annam, all the reſt is arbitrary, and de- 
nds by a cuſtome on benevolence quarterly collected: 
[ow though at Mr, Sympſers incrufion , the cry was:, Hee 
mall preach gratis hee is a landed man, and hath mainte- 
nance from his ſeparated Church, and would receive no- 
ching from the Pariſh, yet his friends (on very purpoſe to 
hor ne the livelihood of my ſelf and famil) go from 


Py 


opſe tohouſe to gather the contributions of che people, 


threatning them intg contribuciowif backwerd, antl.that 
juſt ax the ſeaſoh my Friends were gathering for mee, and 


* 
By 


/ 


e more cafily to deceive the people, engage ſome weak | 


pe. that were-known to collect for mee, to do it for him, 
reaſon of which ſome have already deducted from chair 
uſuzl rate of contriburion, rendering that reaſon, That they, 
wat contribute to bim ifs; in which:cour(t the defign cen bee 
no other ( ſeeing they cannot threaten or ſcandalize mee 
out) fave by a double conttibation, on a people poor, un- 
der.many tiny preflures; liable to pay an Inpropriaconand 
Unable to pay ewo Minifters 9'ra/lay:tiegb tony grey Far 
mily, and ftarve out thy NMiniffry. > to nm 512 22 11 oe 
— 11 aue tis iy Ree rance-ſeem ſtr ange, or Preci- 
itte to any , I im content tat eheytconclade it is; the 
hd” Hanger till rah chrougühi , 8988 
7 - 1 1 e ity W dap a bu A: gen 
y, Yo nf de rev erenhloand rbargst 


I muſt by the duty of my place, and method — 
2:3 6 — viſt 
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nitrry prrach twice on the Lords day to my people, . 
nals in the morning, and practicals in the afternoom; A 
though by Godsprovidence: (whick I thankfully adare). 5 
enjoy a piace fomathing convenient, by the choice, of the 
people, and conſent of the Incumbent, and to a confidexable 
angmentation to my ottwird means» without the leaft act 
of intruſion, yet the walk in a wet day hath ics trouble, and 
will in Winter bee mort wearitem to my asf hepple: 


and i ir wee are but tenants at will, and ue for feats. 

ſen on at the courteſie of our friends ( whole ws wen 

have cauſe and are ready thanklully te acknowledge 

are not bawnd: touſe,. whillt of right weg haven f 20 2 

our dn command: Bs 

Mitt, th _ is the podencls of fu of ſack as (ach 

. t tne hee EN -3: 

brake in paces — Doo & (pope may Clare I 

tore dhe Pulpir almoſt 1 have broken down m 

e the 2, nd ally abuſed tha place; fo that if the flick 
eim — — — yp the cha £5 


the i 
lng o thePariſh, who cas ill bear it. 1 
Fuving ihrs preſented you with 2 Reafom which | 
have — conſcience to a Re-comy on my own: 
_—_—— : Before þ conclude this my an » Ti Expo, 
noiice'efamObjeQianior to, which, ome dof: h 
urge, and with them mal eggteat noiſe among che . 


Ber. 

1 Jcisobjefted Mr. & was defired, a titioned: 
e io, tſp, 
ted een det r Miotftry, 
and thoſe are men of 

1 To — ab 8 mee ene fi | 


none have defired- my 


neither ixthers au e co bes foun Toonl = 
nen * and nos opparere iam of , 
leees” there's ny. eee eee 472 = 


Aa 


ww IC 
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7 Cemmon fame hath indeed:given but of ſome; chat 
they have fo defired him, and thoſe which appear his grea- 
<eſt, Sticklers and Friends, are moſt of them deſperately 
P and many of them at 2 deadly camicy to his 
Perſon, curling him in their hearts, whilſt to advance op- b 
poſition they bleſs him with their lips; I once offered (a | 
man in no mean place) to compare for number, and quali- 
, thoſe which are ggainſt him, . with thoſe that are for 
Him, and uadertook to charge (if l had liberty ) ſome of 
the greateſt, of them with groſſeſt crimes; I am unwillin 
unleſs provoked, to diſcover their nakedneſs, which 
could doe, but I commit them to the cenſure of all 
ſober men abquc us, who dee know them to be faſt friends 
to the prophane, beſt pleaders at a Taverne Barre, and 
Ale-bouſe Bench; ferious Payers of their ſhot in Veſtry 
counſels, loud Lyars to and concerning the poor, and 
clamorous Electors of their Miniſter, co the Office of col · 
lecking for the poor, and ſuch as know it, hath been ſaĩd 
of them they will (wear themſelves to the loweſt place in 
Hell, but they will carry cheir deſiga; in a word, they have 
cauſed all London to obſerve them to be n people of rude · 
nefs,and great incivillity, and the P.ciſh to know them tobe - 
theit perpetual difturbers, acting more from pride and am- 
bition chan en any ſerious Principle, or purpoſe of doing 
good, & making cheir head-ftrpng will che reaſon of theix 
actions, oppolition to my Miniſtry being the only Prin- 
ciple of their deſire of Mr, Sympſov, who neither cang nor 
doth performe che work himſelt, but ſets up ſuch as ſend 
his owne followers in troaps qut of the Church, when 
they appear in the Palpic, and I think I may ſay not many, 
if au of them are members of his ſeparated Society, or 
calling him Paftor. 2 5 
3 Muſt every Some enjoy their Lecturer they doe deſi xe, if 
ſo, hen Stepney muſt enjoy Mr. Job»ſon, who was choſen 
by the-greateſt ſome, and with the conſent of the Ineum- 
bent, and is :contended for on a Principle of long pre- 
ſcription, and choſe none of the baſeſt for either degree or 
quality ; if ſo, then eyecy hour in the. Lords day malt have a 
5 | C 2 different 


w 
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different. Lectarer, ind Aſſembly, for in my Pariſh are- 


ſome Arminians, Antiaomians ; Anabaptifs , Scekery , 
.Quakers, Raoters, Jews, what not; there wil bes little 
roome ſor he exercife of my Miniſtry, fora quatenms ad 
owne valet conſequentia, are not all diſcontented Parties in 
publick Society. confined by the conſent of the Majority, 
eſpecially where the beſt in every ſence concurre ? and is 
not the incumbents conſent eſſential to Lecturing liberty? 
if not, wby. doe many Wills eſtabliſhing ſtanding Les 
| tures, provide an allowance for the Incumbent, in con= 
fideration of his conſent? > 
_  Obj. 2. But Mr Sympſon came in by order from the Lord 
Pfotector, and Councel; and in this act you will oppoſe bis Order. 
and Peper 'wbo put his in? e eee 
., Toythia I anſwer; Though an Order wis uſcd to this 


end. and the comments of inſole ncy terrified my people, to- 


provoke: my receſſion from Right, yet I could never un- 
derſtand the Order to authorize this action; the Order 


much poscealed from me, and my Friends, I mi x bu 


twice read ie, and ſcarcely that; and could not have AC 
py of it; but the ſence of it ( as I conceive) wat 'only. td 
make Mr. Sympſen capable of Lecturing at Aldgate as formers 
ly, always implying the choyſe of the people, and c 

em of the prefent Incumbent z 'withoue: Which the Cpur 
ccould&ndrin right, and I beleeve"would' not order hi 
Preaching. 3 now from a capteity wich this implyed cofr- 
dition, to conclude” an authority to invade right, with 
furiqus threats, was an abuſe of the Lord Protecton Power 
and Government, which Lam confident he will not own of 


and therefore in deferiding myowne intereſt, Toppole i 
his Power or Order; which' put Mt. Ompſon only ito à 
capacity of LeAuring, 5 . aps 
2 If the Order did conſerre any poſtive power of en. 
wing my Chnrch, and chere Lecaring withdut in 0 — 
ſent ; yet F oppoſe not the Lord Protectort wi , in re- 
uluming myright, for that hi Highneſs ha blepeslec it, 
, and made it voyd, having conſented to governe according 
to Law, and not otherwiles and actually repealed all Sta- 
25 _ Utes; 


=> 350 
dated, ; Ordlfices, oe that ire aby = Wang 
ke rivi Pede iſters agree”: In 
on of Faith; pow, i Wh 2 Hinged Law 75 
Fekete , that T predch Si birth, fy 'my "pie © hatch, 
and at ot 2 1 hop 7 I ſhall not 
—_ for ſhaking off the 'Chaines kimſcf hath log 


ls » Buy hbereb Greg 
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Ine ſelf ? 

Tauſwer 3 ; 

1 There are differences ig ane, thie ought ta dinkde 
(Genen oh. 18. Ih: 

2 Is no cbm 0% 86 be had but by. rellen frox 
| right 2? Candor T. Hold e Hm unleſs con · 
trary to WA will and ju priviledges,. e comm my 
Church? fs invafion an expreſſion of Sanfit „ and e 
gagement to Communion ? Is the defence of my Church. | DES 
againſt the intruſion of a known violent Anabaptiſt. an cx. -- / 
preſfion of Rigor ? And is it net Inch In =Congregational. - "i Pi 
Brother agaiolt a very moderate Presbyter? Cf 

Can I hold communion with none becauſe not with 

him? Aldgate Pariſh knows that I can give liberty to men 
of diffecenc opinions from my. ſelf. 
niſters, and differing in Circumftances only; I have pub- 
lickly profeſt ſo much of moderation, as to indulge Liberty 
to, and keep amity with men, maintaining Foundations 
of Faith, entity and unity of the Church, and differ only in 
the erſe of Diſcipline ; but muſt retaine "fo much of zeal as 
to keep a diſtance from men that ſubvert foundations, and 
ſupplant the Churches f Uri 

Theſe Reaſons which have ſenſibly preſſed my ſpirit, and 
perſwaded my conſcience (much contrary to the Dictates 
of ſelt· intereſt, and counſel of timerous friends) to an in- 
diſpenſible duty ; I preſent to the conſideration of all, that 
if my abt in entring on my owne intereſt ſeeme ſudden, it 
may not ſeeme ineonſiderate; for I cannot but think the 
due reſtitution of Gods Ocdinances, deliverance of Souls 

| C3 from 
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ger of. back- didnt, defence of ht and 
1 Auer of another from ale Chil- 
bre > And e fdeliyerance of my felf and; people 
Jude and c Nr ez being well weighed in an, un- 
' minde, will. ealily. engage all to jolie. oy 
7 barge of- duty, to exert what power is in their 
hands according to Law, wd juſt liberty, to de- 
fend, not er me; and convince 5 e 
'ars, haz if pa. enſde on chis AR Bo 
Fe ( wliichTeonfols I 2 fore. ſee.” not 6 By. 10 
— that there is more Juſtice than to ſuffer juſt re. entry 
N J that I have therein ground of comfort; 1 
— it provoked me, ' with confidence to commit my 
1 elf to God whoſe the Copflit is iu which pas e gaged ) 
the doing ing this duty, waiting on him wi — 2 
to did welcome the Aue, be it hat ãt will; well knowing 
the Lot is e lap, * the iſſues thereof is Pp 
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